Critical Appraisal of Clinical Trials

Essential questions:


Were treatments randomly allocated?


Were all the patients accounted for?


Were outcomes assessed blind?

Detailed questions:

Design

Could the choice of subjects influence the size of the treatment effect?

Were there ambiguities in the description of the treatment and its administration?


Could the lack of blinding introduce bias?


Are the outcomes clinically relevant?

Conduct


How was randomisation carried out?

Analysis


Were the treatment groups comparable at baseline?


Were results analysed by intention to treat?


Were side effects reported?
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